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Background: Cobb & Douglas Public Health (CDPH) was the first health district in Georgia to achieve accreditation by the 
Public Health Accreditation Board (PHAB) (accredited on May 12, 2015). Since then, two additional health districts, DeKalb 
(3-5) and Gwinnett, Newton, and Rockdale County Health Departments (3-4), have achieved accreditation. Efforts are underway 
among health districts statewide to become accredited, yet, little is known about life after accreditation. This presentation will 
highlight CDPH’s approach to submitting the PHAB Annual Report, which is required of health departments in order to maintain 
their accreditation status.   
 
Methods: CDPH will provide an overview of the PHAB Annual Report process and requirements. We will also share the process 
we used to construct a one-year timeline to prepare for the submission of the Annual Report and organize the Accreditation Team. 
CDPH will also provide a preview of the electronic submission process using ePHAB. Finally, CDPH will share tips, including 
lessons learned while preparing and submitting the Annual Report during July-August 2016. We will also discuss our experiences 
since submission and feedback received from PHAB’s Evaluation and Quality Improvement Committee.  
 
Results: CDPH will share knowledge and experiences related to the submission and feedback received of its first PHAB Annual 
Report, which was submitted August 2016.  
 
Conclusions: Health departments devote a tremendous amount of time, money, and energy to become accredited; however, the 
journey continues through the submission of PHAB Annual Progress Reports and reaccreditation planning.  
 
Keywords: Accreditation, PHAB, PHAB Annual Report 
 
https://doi.org/10.21633/jgpha.7.112 
 
 
 
© Gurleen Roberts, Emily Frantz, and Jack Kennedy. Originally published in jGPHA (http://www.gapha.org/jgpha/) December 20, 2017. This is 
an open-access article distributed under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution Non-Commercial No-Derivatives License 
(http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/), which permits unrestricted use, distribution, and reproduction in any medium, provided the 
original work ("first published in the Journal of the Georgia Public Health Association…") is properly cited with original URL and bibliographic 
citation information. The complete bibliographic information, a link to the original publication on http://www.gapha.jgpha.org/, as well as this 
copyright and license information must be included. 
 
J Ga Public Health Assoc (2017), Vol. 7, No. 1 ISSN: 2471-9773
http://www.gapha.org/jgpha/         54 Georgia Public Health Association
54
Roberts et al.: After Initial Accreditation - The PHAB Annual Report
Published by Digital Commons@Georgia Southern, 2017
